
THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF LAMBTON 
 

LENTEN SERVICE—Lent 5—29.3.20 
  
Processional Hymn TiS 477 
 
(Please stand if you are able) 
 
 Jesus calls us here to meet him 
as, through word and song and prayer, 
we affirm God's promised presence 
where his people live and care. 
Praise the God who keeps his promise; 
praise the Son who calls us friends; 
praise the Spirit who, among us, 
to our hopes and fears attends. 
 
Jesus calls us to confess him 
Word of Life and Lord of All, 
sharer of our flesh and frailness 
saving all who fail or fall. 
Tell his holy human story; 
tell his tales that all may hear; 
tell the world that Christ in glory 
came to earth to meet us here. 
 
Jesus calls us to each other: 
found in him are no divides. 
Race and class and sex and language 
such are barriers he derides. 
Join the hand of friend and stranger; 
join the hands of age and youth; 
join the faithful and the doubter 
in their common search for truth.  
 
Gaelic air adapted John Bell.      John L. Bell 1949-   and Graham Maule 1958- 

  
                                         
  

 

Sentence 
 
‘I am the resurrection and the life,’ says the Lord;  ‘whoever lives and believes in me shall never 
die.’               John 11. 25-26 
  
The Priest greets the people. 
  
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins    
whose mercy endures for ever.  
  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you 
 

 

 

 

 



  
 
 
Let us pray: 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
  
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one;  you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ Jesus said:  ‘This is 
the great and first commandment.  And a second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as 
yourself’. 
  
Invitation to Confession 
  
Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, though we have rebelled and wandered 
far off. 
Silence may be kept 
Let us then ask for mercy, confessing our sins  
in penitence and faith. 
  

Merciful God, 
our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
and in what we have failed to do: 
we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
Father, forgive us, 
Strengthen us to love and obey you 
in newness of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.  

  

 Almighty God, 
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 
pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 
strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
  
Lord, have mercy   Christ, have mercy 
Lord, have mercy.  
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us.   
  



The Collect 
Life-giving God, 
your Son came into the world 
to free us all from sin and death: 
breathe upon us with the power of your Spirit, 
that we may be raised to new life in Christ, 
and serve you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.. Amen. 
 

The Ministry of the Word 
 

Ezekiel 37. 1-14     Psalm 130     Romans 8.6-11   
 
Gospel Hymn TiS 427 
  
Lord, your word abiding, 
and our footsteps guiding, 
gives us joy for ever, 
binds us all together. 
 
Who can tell the pleasure, 
who recount the treasure, 
by your word imparted 
to the simple-hearted? 
 
Word of mercy, giving 
nourishment for living: 
word of life, supplying 
comfort for the dying. 
 
O that we, discerning 
its most holy learning, 
Lord, may love and fear you, 
evermore be near you.  
 
Melody by William Henry Monk 1823-89  abridged from Áve Hierarchia'in Michael Weisse's Éin neu Gesengbüchlen', Behmen, 
1531     Henry Williams Baker 1821-77 alt.. 
 
 

 When the Gospel reading is announced:   John 11.1-45 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

  
After the Gospel reading: 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

  



 
The Sermon 

  

Sermon Lent V 2020 

To the church of God that is in Lambton, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus, both their 
Lord and ours: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (See 1 Corinthians 1:21) 
 
Last Sunday's message began with a greeting, a salutation based on St Paul's letter to the 
Roman's, and ended with a doxology from that letter. 
 
This Sunday's greeting is from the next letter in the New Testament, 1 Corinthians, and will 
conclude, once again, with the ending from that letter. 
 
We are adapting worldwide, to a changed way of living. 
 
Yet we are learning how to stay connected with one another in different ways. 
 
St Paul wrote his letters to the churches in order to stay connected. 
His ways of greeting, and farewell, helped to draw the churches together as they shared their faith 
in "Christ Jesus." 
Jesus was their source of unity, with those "in every place." 
It is Jesus who remains the source of our connectedness, through the Holy Spirit. 
We call it "the communion of saints." 
 
Today, in John 11:1-45, we meet Lazarus, a friend of Jesus. 
Jesus astounds us. 
He raises Lazarus from the dead. 
Please read this part of John's Gospel in your New Testaments. 
The illness, death and raising of Lazarus brings us face to face with our own mortality. 
It also brings us face to face with the promise of eternal life through Christ our Lord. 
 
A Mirror. 
Lazarus might be for us, a mirror. 
As we deal personally, 
and globally,  
with the coronavirus pandemic, 
there are points of contact from the text: 
illness; 
delay; 
death; 
recrimination; 
sorrow; 
love; 
hope. 
 
Illness. 
Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus call for Jesus to come to Bethany, to their brother who is 
ill. 
The Mirror. 
In times of illness in our families, we too call upon Jesus. 
In a world under threat from a deadly virus, we join the appeal for Jesus to come to us,  
to protect and heal us. 
 



Delay. 
Jesus deliberately delays to go to Lazarus. 
Jesus "stayed two days longer." (v6) 
It was intentional. 
Some will not understand. 
Jesus gives an explanation. 
"...it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it." (V4) 
The Mirror. 
Think of our frustration and impatience. 
Do we sense an urgency in the air? 
"Why the delay?" 
"Why no lockdown?" 
"Why didn't we act sooner?" 
"Could deaths have been avoided?" 
Yet in the midst of these unanswered questions,  
we believe God's purposes are at work, as with Lazarus;  
so that Jesus "may be glorified through it." 
 
Death. 
Jesus tells his disciples, "plainly, Lazarus is dead." (V14) 
Yet Jesus, in the same breath, says he is "glad" he delayed going to Lazarus. 
It is so his followers, "may believe." (V15) 
The Mirror.  
There is a stark reality in death. 
One day it will stare at us as we look into the mirror. 
Hold on to a hope here. 
In the presence of illness, death and dying, we believe Jesus comes to us,  
and raises us to eternal life. 
 
Recrimination. 
Martha speaking to Jesus: 
"Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." (V21) 
The Mirror. 
"If only," is a constant refrain today. 
We apportion blame as mistakes are made. 
We need to desist. 
Jesus confronts recrimination with resurrection. 
"I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die,  
will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me, will never die." (V25-26) 
Then Jesus issues the challenge: 
Do you believe this?" 
The question invites a "Yes." 
"Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God...." (V27) 
 
Sorrow. 
"Jesus began to weep." (V35) 
He was not alone.  
Many were weeping. 
Death brings grief and loss. 
We are "disturbed in spirit and deeply moved." (V33) 
The Mirror. 
As we manage physical isolation and social dislocation - 
it can seem like a death. 
We are separated from those we love. 
We long to be close to them. 
There may be tears akin to mourning. 



Be patient. There will be tears of joy. 
 
Love. 
"See how he loved him." (V35) 
Jesus loved his friend Lazarus. 
The Mirror. 
Look into the mirror. 
Jesus loves you as much as he loved Lazarus. 
And he weeps for us, as he did for Lazarus. 
right now, where we are. 
 
Hope. 
Jesus "cried out with a loud voice,  
'Lazarus, come out!" (V43) 
This is dramatic. 
Jesus tells them to to take the stone away from the tomb. 
There is protest. 
"It's been four days. There will be a smell." 
Jesus reminds them, they will "see the glory of God." (V40) 
As Lazarus appears, "wrapped in cloth," Jesus says, 
"Unbind him, and let him go." (V44) 
The Mirror 
This is Jesus promise of life beyond death. 
We see ourselves in the mirror; 
contemplating Eternity. 
Wrapped in a new cloth, our spiritual bodies,  
Jesus calls us to come out,  
to come out of the tomb of our physical death, 
and share eternal life with him. 
It is sobering to know Lazarus was raised,  
yet eventually to die his physical death; 
as we all do. 
Yet resurrection awaited him, as it does for us! 
This is our great hope in Christ. 
Take hold of his promise, today. 
 
To conclude 
On 10th Feb 2018, Les Forester and I organised for a group of eleven, then in Israel, to go by 
minicab, to Bethany on the West Bank. It meant a long trip to skirt around the dividing wall. 
Small groups at a time went below ground to enter the supposed tomb of Lazarus. 
We had to help one another negotiate the steps in a confined space. 
I remember becoming anxious to get out, to come out of that tomb, to see blue sky. 
 
For a time, we may have to endure restricted, confined spaces. 
Pray for that day when we are called out from our isolation, 
our "social distancing." 
It is not a death, or a grave, though at times it may seem like it. 
Believe, hope and pray. 
 
"The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love be with all of you in Christ Jesus." 
(1 Corinthians 16:23-24) 
 
Rev'd Paul Robertson 
Lambton Locum 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Let us together affirm the faith of the Church. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
from there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.    Amen. 
  

  The Prayers of the People 
(Kneel or sit for the prayers) 

 

God of mercy and grace please inform our intercessions and receive our thanks.  

 

God of our fearful world send wisdom to our leaders as they respond to the spread of the 

Coronavirus. Thank you for the gift of medical science and the wise advice it provides. Guide those 

who work for a vaccine. Send protection to the elderly and to those in poor countries.  
 

Lord in Your mercy   Hear our prayer.  

 

Lord of Your church please send wisdom and discernment to those who seek a new Minister for our 

Parish. Guide our Parish Council Executive: Rev Paul Robertson, Daphney Whelan, Bob Whelan, 

Gina Parslow. 

 

Lord in Your mercy   Hear our prayer. 

 

Comfort and sustain, merciful Lord, everyone in this fleeting life who is in sorrow, need, sickness, 

or any other distress, especially those who have requested our prayers. Give them a firm trust in 

Your goodness, and gratitude for Your blessings in all circumstances.  

 

Lord in Your mercy   Hear our prayer. 

 

We commend to your keeping, Father, ourselves and each other, our families, our neighbours, and 

our friends. Enable us by your Spirit to live in love for you and for one another. Thank you for the 

bonds of love, friendship and respect. Thank you for the changing of the seasons and Your glory 

in creation.  

 

Lord in Your mercy   Hear our prayer. 

 

Thank you, O God, for the prompting of your Spirt to help us to pray. Form us into the likeness of 

Christ. Grant us Christian character, endurance and the hope that will not be disappointed.  

 

Lord in Your mercy   Hear our prayer. 

 
Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray, 
 
        Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  



and deliver us from evil. 
For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen 
  
Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against any one;  
 so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.            Mark 11.25  
  

Let us pray. 
 
We do not presume  
to come to your table, merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord 
whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord,  
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him,  
and he in us.  Amen. 
   

 
Greeting of Peace 
  
Christ has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 

  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 

Offertory Hymn  TiS 684 
  
A thanksgiving offertory collection  
is received for the work of the Church.     

  
Love will be our Lenten calling, 
love to shake and shatter sin, 
waking every closed, cold spirit, 
stirring new life deep within, 
till the quickened heart remembers 
what our Easter birth can mean. 
 
Peace will be our Lenten living 
as we turn for home again, 
longing for the words of pardon, 
stripping off old grief and pain, 
till we stand, restored and joyful, 
with the Church on Easter day. 
 
Truth will be our Lenten learning: 
hear the Crucified One call! 
Shadowed by the Saviour's passion, 
images and idols fall, 
and, in Easter's holy splendor, 
God alone is all in all. 



 
  
French traditional carol melody, 17th-18th cent.  from Çhansons Populaires des Provinces de France', 1860 as in the English 
Hymnal 1906       Elizabeth J. Smith 1956- 

  
   

 Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
Accept and use our offerings for your glory 
And for the service of your kingdom. 
Blessed be God for ever!   

  

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   

  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

  

All glory and honour be yours always and  
everywhere, 
mighty Creator, everliving God. 
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 
and lived as one of us. 
He was tempted in every way as we are, 
yet he did not sin. 
By his death on the cross 
and rising to new life, 
he offered the one true sacrifice for sin 
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 
By his grace we are able 
to triumph over every evil, 
and to walk in the way of his love.   
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
And with all the company of heaven, 
We proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying:   

  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the  name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.      

  

Feel free to remain standing, to kneel or be seated.   

  

Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your  
creation, 
this bread and wine, 
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 
we who eat and drink them 
may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood. 
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 



and when he had given you thanks 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
‘Take, eat.  This is my body given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
After supper, he took the cup, 
and again giving you thanks he gave it to his disciples, saying, 
Drink from this, all of you. 
This is my blood of the new covenant 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
  

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 

proclaiming his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross, 

his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming again,we celebrate, 

with this bread and this cup, 

his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 

for the sins of the whole world. 

  

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 
unite us in the body of your Son, 
and bring us with all your people 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with whom, and in whom, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we worship you,  
Father, in songs of never-ending praise:    

  

Blessing and honour and glory and power 
are yours for ever and ever.  Amen.   

  

The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion  
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, 
For we all share in the one bread.   

  

Agnus Dei 
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 
The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for us, 
preserve my body and soul to everlasting life.  
We take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for us,  
and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 
After Administration of the bread has been completed we say together. 
  
‘The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which was shed for us, preserve my body and soul 
to everlasting life. 



We drink this in remembrance that Christ’s blood was shed for us and are thankful.’ 
 

 .After Communion  Hymn TiS 741 

 
O Lord hear my pray'r, O Lord hear my pray'r: 
when I call answer me.  O Lord hear my pray'r, O Lord hear my pray'r.  
Come and listen to me. 
 
Jacques Berthier 1923-94    From the Taizé Community 1991  Psalm 102: 1,2 
 
 

 The Priest prays the prayer for sending out 
  
  

God of mercy, 
may we who have shared in this holy meal know your forgiveness in our lives, bring your 
reconciliation to others, and be a sign of your wholeness in this broken world. 
  
  

Most Loving God, 

You send us into the world you love. 

Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage in the power of your spirit.  
  

The Blessing 
  
Christ our Saviour draw you to himself, 
that you may find in him crucified 
a sure ground for faith, 
a firm support for hope, 
and the assurance of sin forgiven. 
 

Recessional Hymn TiS 147 
  

To God be the glory, great things he has done! 
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 
who yielded his life in atonement for sin 
and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory! great things he has done! 
 
O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
to every believer the promise of God! 
and every offender who truly believes, 
that moment form Jesus a pardon receives. 
Praise the Lord!... 
 
Great things he has taught us, great things he has done, 
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
but purer, and higher, and greater will be 
our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see. 
Praise the Lord!... 



  

William Howard Doane 1832-1916     Frances Jane van Alstyne 1820-1915 alt. 
  
  
  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen 
  


